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SFRING  SOWS  IN  10  STATES  DOWN  13  PERCENT : 

The  number  of  sows  farrowed  and  intended  to  farrow  in  the  spring  of  i960 
(December  through  May)  for  10  of  the  Corn  Belt  States  is  13  percent  less  than 
the  same  period  in  1959  and  13  percent  below  the  1949-58  average,  according  to 
the  Crop  Reporting  Board.  The  number  is  now  estimated  at  5,  297,  000  head  for 
the  10  States  (Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri, 
South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  and  Kansas).    Farrowings  in  all  10  States  are  down 
this  spring  from  a  year  earlier.    Decreases  range  from  7  percent  in  Ohio  and 
Missouri  to  28  percent  in  South  Dakota.    A  decrease  of  20  percent  is  indicated 
in  Nebraska,   19  percent  in  Kansas,   15  percent  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  12 
percent  in  Iowa,   II  percent  in  Illinois,  and  10  percent  in  Indiana.    The  March  1 
survey  indicates  a  decrease  of  less  than  1  percent  (23,  000  head)  from  the  spring 
farrowing  intentions  reported  for  these  States  as  of  December  1,   1959.  The  10 
States  included  in  this  report  accounted  for  73  percent  of  the  1959  United  States 
pig  crop. 

DECEMBER-FEBRUARY  FAR-ROWINGS  DOWN  19  PERCENT: 

Sows  farrowed  in  the  10  States  during  December,  January,  and  February 
totaled  1,  746,  000  head,   19  percent  less  than  during  the  same  period  a  year  ear- 
lier but  35  percent  more  than  average.    These  farrowings  represent  33  percent 
of  the  estimated  December-May  total--compared  with  35  percent  of  the  spring 
total  during  the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier  and  the  average  of  21  percent 
On  December  1  farmers  reported  intentions  to  farrow  15  percent  fewer  sows 
during  December=February  than  a  year  earlier.    Farmers'  reports  indicate  that 
the  number  of  sows  farrowed  in  December  was  down  slightly  compared  with  a 
year  earlier  with  most  of  the  decrease  occurring  in  January  and  February. 

MARCH-MAY  INTENDED  FARROWINGS  DOWN  10  PERCENT 

Sows  bred  and  intended  for  farrowing  in  March,  April,  and  May  this  year  in 
the  10  States  total  3,  551,  000  head,   10  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier  and  26 
percent  below  average.  This  is  I  percent  or  51,  000  head  more  than  the  farrow- 
ing intentions  reported  for  these  States  in  December.    All  10  States  indicate  de- 
creases from  a  year  earlier  ranging  from  3  percent  in  Ohio  and  Indiana  to  26  per- 
cent in  South  Dakota. 

JUNE-AUGUST  INTENTIONS  DOWN  4  PERCENT: 

Reported  breeding  intentions  indicate  2,  324,  000  sows  to  farrow  during  the 
i960  summer  quarter  (June  through  August)  for  the  10  States.  This  is  a  decrease 
of  4  percent  or  95,  000  sows  from  the  2,  419,  000  that  farrowed  during  this  same 
period  a  year  earlier  but  21  percent  more  than  average.  All  10  States  indicate 
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Sows  farrowing  by  quarters ,  Selected  Corn  Eelt  States 
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l/  December  preceding  year. 

2/  Number  indicated  by  breeding  intentions  reports. 

3/  Sum  of  December  through  February  farrowings  and  March  through  May  intentions 
to  farrow. 
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Hogs  and  pigs:    Number  on  farms  by  classes  March  1,  Selected  Corn  Eelt  States 
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l/  Data  for  Missouri  for  1959  no"t  available. 
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decreases  in  sow  farrowings  for  this  quarter.  Intended  decreases  are  8  percent 
in  Illinois,  5  percent  in  Minnesota  and  Missouri,  3  percent  in  Indiana  and  South 
Dakota,  and  2  percent  in  Ohio,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Nebraska,  and  Kansas. 

ALL  HOGS  AND  PIGS  IN  9  STATES  DOWN  9  PERCENT: 

The  number  of  all  hogs  and  pigs  on  March  1,   i960  in  the  9  States  with 
comparable  data  totaled   34,  636,  000  head.  This  was  9  percent  less  than  the 
37,  887,  000  head  a  year  earlier.    All  States  showed  decreases,  ranging  from 
5  percent  in  Illinois  to  24  percent  in  South  Dakota.    Hogs  and  pigs  6  months  old 
and  over  totaled  11,  908,  000  head,  6  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier.  Total 
commercial  slaughter  of  hogs  for  the  United  States  during  January  was  11  per- 
cent more  than  a  year  earlier. 

The  number  of  pigs  under  6  months  of  age  in  the  9  States  was  10  percent 
less  than  on  March  1,   1959.    There  is  a  decrease  of  1  percent  in  the  3-6  month 
age  group  and  a  decrease  of  18  percent  in  the  number  under  3  months  of  age. 
Indications  point  to  a  slightly  larger  number  of  pigs  saved  per  litter  for  the 
December-February  period  than  a  year  earlier.    The  12,  569,  000  pigs  under  3 
months  old  on  farms  March  1  in  the  10  States  accounted  for  32  percent  of  all 
hogs,  and  the  13,  359,  000  head  in  the  3-6  month  age  group  represented  34  per- 
cent of  the  total.  \ 

The  report  for  these  10  States  is  made  possible  by  matched  funds  provided 
by  State  agencies  and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  under  provisions 
of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Act  of  1946. 
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